THEOLOGICAL PROFESSORS, See. (BELFAST). 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 19 December 1854 ',—for, 

AN Amended and Supplemental RETURN “ to the Returns of Professors 
Dr. John Edgar, Mr. Edward Masson, and the Rev. William Gibson, under the Order 
of this House, dated the 20th day of July last, and omitted in the Return ordered to 
he printed the 12th day of August last; and also for Returns of the Rev. John 
Ferrie and J. R. Young, Esq., under the said Order, and not made ; and also for the 
Accounts ordered and not yet returned of Fees and Emoluments (over and above 
Government Allowance) derived or received by the said Professors, Dr. Edgar, 
Mr. Masson, and Mr. Gibson, or by Professors the Rev. Dr. Cooke, Dr. W. D. Killer), 
Dr. Montgomery, and John Scott Porter, from the 31st day of March 1853 to the 31st 
day of March 1854, from Students under their Instruction respectively, or otherwise 
howsoever as such Professors, distinguishing the Amount paid by each Student to the 
said Professors respectively, and the Total Amount received during said last-men- 
tioned Period by each of such Professors ; and also stating what Services were rendered, 
and when, and for what Period, and in what Capacity, by the said Mr. Young, on 
account of which he has a Claim or Retiring Pension of £.150 a year.” 



(Mr. Hadfield. ) 



SCHEDULE. 



Rev. John Edgar, d.d. 

Mr. Edward Masson - 
Rev. William Gibson - 
Rev. John Ferrie - 
J. R. Young, Esq.* 

* Mr. Young having left Ireland, the letter addressed to him, forwarding the Order of the House of 
Commons, was returned. A letter has been transmitted to him, through the Paymaster-general in 
London, calling for the Return required, as his address is known to that department, by which his 
pension is now paid. 



Rev. H. Cooke, d. d. - 
Rev. W. D. Killen, d. d. 

Rev. H. Montgomery, ll.d. - 
Rev. John Scott Porter 



- 4 

- 4 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 

9 March 1 855. 



n 5* 
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AMENDED AND SUPPLEMENTAL RETURNS RELATING TO 



RETURNS RELATING TO THEOLOGICAL PROFESSORS, & c . 
(BELFAST). 



GENERAL ASSEMBLY’S THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE. 



RETURN of the Rev. John Edgar, j>. i>., Professor. 

Class of Systematic Theology. 
dUi;nS th ° 39 ; ” amcs °f "tend 

Received fees from 21 students, 21. 2 s. each, 44 l. 2 s. 

All these students attended during the whole session, except Robert Boyle, who left 
January for a situation. J 111 

a B ^ si ° n . be S ins °” tbc „ ® rat Tuesday in November, and ends on the last Friday in 
April. There is a vacation of eight days at Christmas. y 

The class meets every lawful day of the week, besides occasionally at extra times. 

The amount of Government salary is 250 /., income tax, amounting to 14 1. 12 .v., bcine- 
whatever ^ ° f * ’ ^ th<J P rofc880r receives no Regium Donum or congregational income 

Students of the first and second sessions pay a fee of two guineas each, and arc free 
during tho remaining time. 5 

28 August 1854. (8iffncd) Jukn E,l V ,,r ' »■* Professor. 

Robert Wilson, d.i>.. 

Secretary of Faculty. 

Eoton Edg ” 10011 f ™ m l,0m °’ t,ds “ a for not sooner sending tho 



RETURN of Mr. Edward Mas 



o; L *> Liucciouch a lace, llidmliurgli, 

t_ ’ ,i , . . , . „ 4 .January 1855. 

TkiSofl to receive, this forenoon, a communication from the , Secretory’s Office, 
20te uhhno d d d ’ m roferon “ to ™ 0rd “ of tho House of Commons, dated 

foriardrd° XV* at fl ' C r0<Iu!r,id ’ 80 f “ r aB 1 ™> tamccrned, would have been duly 

forwarded, had I ever received from any quarter any communication on the subject 

nuk/am 7 te 5 ive l ! e T 6 “ Cral of flto .Presbyterian Church in Ireland, by an irre- 

SednSof V iT? P 0 "?, "bitranly set mo aside from the discharge of 

the duties of an office which I had accepted as an appointment ad vitam aut cul T am. 1 

In July 1854, the same body formally suppressed my chair. 

tuffito ‘ifed 80 &r as , my righfe are “““"ted, I have taken every oppor- 

ohSnfdue redress 6 ^ 8 ° 1<imn Pr ° te8t ’ a " d 1 enterta! ” d °“l>t of ultuSy 

During the period specified by the said Order of the House of Commons I received no 

fchTLTreedtedTS 5 f July J ? 54 . my aIs0 h “ >>“" entirely withhold, 

though 1 have received no offioial communication of any decision on tile subject 



I have, &c. 

(signed) Edward Masson. 
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RETURN of the Rev. William Gibson, Professor of Christian Ethics, to the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland. 

The following students attended this class during the entire session, 1853-54 : John 
Fleming, John Greenlees, Robert Mitchel, James M'Cully, John Steele, William Taylor 
Whan, J ohn Witherow. The session commences on~ the first Tuesday in November, and 
terminates the last week in April. The class meetings are held on every ordinary week- 
day, except Saturday, for one horn- daily. The salary of the Professor is 250 1. from 
Government, and a fee from each student of two guineas. No amount is received by him 
from Regium Donum, congregational income, or pension. 

The limited attendance indicated above is owing — I. To an arrangement recently adopted 
by the General Assembly, transferring this class from an early to an advanced period in 
the curriculum, and .by an express rule exempting from subsequent attendance those who 
had previously studied in connexion with it. H. To the circumstance that this is the 
only class attendance on which is limited to one session, four of the other classes being im- 
perative for at least two sessions, and one during the entire period of the course. Not- 
withstanding the operation of this cause of comparative diminution, the students of ethics, 
prior to 1846—47, sometimes amounted to fifty annually, while in 1847-48, when the class 
was first placed under the charge of the present Professor, the number attending it was thirty- 
eight. It should be stated here, that while the term of attendance is shorter, the amount of 
work required in the composition of essays, and the consequent labour of the Professor in 
their revisal, is greater than in any of the other classes. III. To the marked decrease 
in all the collegiate classes, whether literary or theological, since the period of the famine in 
Ireland, a decrease which has materially affected the attendance both in the Queen’s Col- 
leges and in Trinity College, Dublin ; in consequence of which the number of young men 
prosecuting a course of study for the ministry has fallen far below the former average. 
There is reason to believe, however, that the period of the minimum supply of students has 
now passed ; as an indication of which, it may be mentioned, that notwithstanding the con- 
tinued operation of the rule above refen-ed to (No. I.), the number attending the ethical 
class has nearly doubled since last session. The following are the names on the class-roll 
for 1854-55: — James M'Clurg Abemcthy, Robert James Arnold, Samuel Edgar Brown, 
John Bums, John William Ellison, Hugh C. Graham, Samuel Johnston, Leslie Alexander 
Lyle, Andrew Rosse Boyd M‘Cay, John M‘Bride, James Gardner Robb, Isaac Vance, 
John Wilson. 

It only remains to be added, that the Return required by the House of Commons last 
Session was forwarded by the Professor of Christian Ethics on the 22d August 1854 ; that, 
owing to his absence for several weeks at that season of the year, it was out of his power to 
have transmitted it at an earlier date ; that on its omission being noticed in the Parlia- 
mentary Paper lately published, an explanation was requested from the authorities in the 
Irish Office ; and that it was stated in reply, that “ the document alluded to was received 
too late to accompany the Returns which were presented to the House of Commons on the 
1 1th of August, the Session of Parliament closing on the following day.” 

(signed) William Gibson, Professor. 

Belfast, 6 January 1855. 

Robert Wilson, D. D., 

Secretary of Faculty. 



RETURN of the Rev. John Ferrie. 



Sir, Belfast, 5 January 1855. 

In compliance with your request, I have again to state, as my Return to the Order of the 
House of Commons, that I receive annually from Government 150 L of retired allowance, 
in consideration of my services of upwards of 20 years as Professor of Moral Philosophy in 
the Belfast Royal Academical Institution, and of my office having been superseded by the 
Queen’s College in Belfast. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) John Ferric. 



RETURN 
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AMENDED AND SUPPLEMENTAL RETURNS RELATING TO 



RETURN of Lite Rov. II. Cooke, d. u. 

Return of Fees derived from the Classes of Sacked Rhetoric and Catecuetics in 
the General Assembly’s College, Belfast, for Session 1854-5. 

Not having observed that a Return of Fees was required by the Parliamentary Order 
of last year, I am unable, for reiisons about, to be stated, to make any return of their amount 
for any year preceding the present ; but have no doubt the return now submitted will 
furnish an average representation of other years since 1847. 

1. Every student entering Queen’s. College, Belfast, with a view to the Christian 
Ministry under the General Assembly in Ireland, is required to attend the classes uucler 
my care. These are six — three under and three super graduate. 

2. The annual fee payable by each student is 14*. 

3. I never demand any fee, and students generally enter without paying, but pay 
afterwards, as may suit their own convenience ; so that, occasionally, I have received fees 
some years after students had left college. 

4. Before this session I never kept any exact register of payments, trusting altogether 
to the honourable feelings of the students. During the present session I have noted the 
payments accurately, for the purpose of making this return. 

5. When I am aware of their being so, I never take any foos from the sons of ministers. 

6. I also exempt some few others, either on their own representation or those of their 
ministers. 

7. I have delayed sending this Return, so as to be able to present what I consider the 
entire amount of the annual fees ; viz., from 1st November 1854 till 1st May 1855. These- 
I estimate at not less than 35/., and not above 45/. 

(signed) II. Cooke , 

Belfast, 2 March 1855. 

Robert. Wilson , 1>. n.. 

Secretary of Faculty. 



RETURN of the Reverend IV. D. Killen, d. i>. 

Sir, Belfast, 3 January 1855. 

I beg to state, in reply to your communication of yesterday, that my course of instruc- 
tion extends over three sessions, and that I am entitled to a fee of two guineas from each 
student of the first and second year on his entering the class. The students of the third 
year are exempt irom. the payment ol fees. The amount received by me for the students 
of last session up to the 31st, of March 1854, was, as accurately as I can ascertain, 68 
guinesis. At the date just mentioned two or three lees remained unpaid. Some of our 
candidates for the ministry are in very straitened circumstances, and it often happons that 
individuals arc unable to pay the proper fees on entering the chmses ; but though I have 
held my present office upwards of 13 years, I have never known a Professor refusing to 
receive a student on account of his indigence. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) IV. D. Killen, D. d.. 

Professor of Church History and 
Pastoral Theology for the Irish 
General Assembly. 

Robert. Wilson, D.D., 

Secretary of Faculty. 
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THEOLOGICAL PROFESSORS, &c. (BELFAST). 



NON-SUBSCRIBING PRESBYTERIAN ASSOCIATION. 



RETURN from the Rev. Dr. Montgomery, Professor of Moral Philosophy, Pastoral 

Theology, and Ecclesiastical History, in connexion with the Association of Non- 
subscribing Presbyterians in Ireland. 

To every point of “ the Order of the House of Commons, under date of the 20th day of 
July last,” I made, in due course, a full, true, and particular return. The recent Parlia- 
mentary Order of December 19th is, therefore, erroneous, where it states that I neglected 
to make a return “ ordered on account of fees and emoluments (over and above Government 
allowance) derived or received by me.” In point of fact, the order of J uly 20tl\ does not 
contain any such demand ; but as it has been made in the recent Order, I cheerfully obey 
the injunction. 

By the regulations of the Non-subscribing Association, I am entitled to demand from 
each student a fee of one guinea per session for each of my three classes, i. e., a total sum of 
37. 3s. per annum. For the 13 years, however, during which I taught without enjoying 
any Parliamentary or other endowment, I never either demanded or received more than one 
guinea per session from any student ; and in very many cases, where I believed that even 
a sum so trifling was required for the purchase of needful books, I altogether declined 
accepting fees. 

Since the year 1848, when I first received a public grant of 1507. per annum, I have 
uniformly allowed my students to derive at least some advantage from the considerate and 
equitable liberality of Parliament, by entirely declining to accept fees. 

Residing, however, as I do, at some distance from Belfast, most of my students have 
deemed it just and respectful to contribute small sums towards my railway expenses, incurred 
for their convenience and benefit. Such contributions being purely optional, and always 
inconsiderable, amounted for the session ended 1st May 1854, to the sum of 2 7. sterling, 
being about the one-fourth of my actual railway fares. Tliis amount was contributed, m 
equal parts, by Jolin Jennings and J. A. Crozier. 

Dunmurry Glebe, (signed) H. Montgomery, ll. d. 

9 January 1855. 



RETURN of the Rev. John Scott Porter. 

I AM sorry that the Honourable House should have passed an Order expressed m 
terms which appear to represent me, along with others, to Parliament and the country, as 
having withheld information which it was my duty to furnish. There is no ground for such 
an imputation. In the Order of the 20th July 1854, (the only one respecting my professor- 
ship which has been communicated to me), there is no mention whatever of fees paid by 
students, nor any expression that can possibly be understood as referring to such fees ; and 
for my part, I can truly affirm that had such an account been demanded, it would have been 
promptly and cheerfully rendered. I am quite certain it never was the intention of the 
Honourable House to do me, and the other gentlemen who are mentioned in the order this 
wrono-; but it has been misled by erroneous information, and the wrong has been done. 
Afte° this explanation which I conceive it to be due to my own character to offer, 1 have 
to state that, during the time specified in the Order, I have received the following tees from 
the undernamed students in attendance on my Theological Class, viz : 

• £. s. d. 



John Jennings, A. b. 
Franklin Bradley - 



From another student, the son of a brother minister, who attended my Theological Class 
durino- the same period, I declined accepting any fee, and I have never hitherto accepted 
the fees to which I am entitled from students attending my Hebrew, Chaldee and Syriac 
Classes. The foregoing, together with the Government allowance of 150 7. per annum, 
constitutes the whole of my income and emolument as Professor for the period specified. 

(signed) J. Scott Porter, 

Belfast, 4 January 1855. Professor of Hebrew and Theology. 



I take this opportunity of supplying an accidental omission in my Return to the Order of 
the 20th July 1854, as printed in the Session Paper 259, p. 8, by stating that the con- 
gregational income or stipend paid to me by the members of my congregation, amounts to 
120°7. per annum. This was duly stated in the original draught of my return, but has been 
omitted either by myself in copying, or by the printer. 

Belfast, 4 January 1855. (signed) J. S. P. 
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